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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the Billinge Chapel End Parish Full Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 15th December 2025 at 7:30pm 
at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge, WN5 7PE.


Present Cllr Frank Gill (Chairman), Malcom Webster (Vice Chair), Cllr Bill Bradbury, Cllr Bill Bates,
Cllr Sarah Jennings, Cllr Jeremey Barnes, Cllr Colin Betts, Cllr Fiona Gill.
Karen Newton - Clerk 
10 Residents

1. Apologies for absence 
Were received and approved from 
Cllr Sue Rahman (Sickness)

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations of interest were made, and no requests for dispensations were received.

3. Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the Estimates Committee and Full Council Meeting held on 17th November 2025 be approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Councillor Bill Bates, Seconded by: Councillor Malcom Webster.

4. Public Participation 
The Council received matters raised by residents. The period for public participation was held at the Chairman’s discretion in accordance with Standing Orders.
The Council received information regarding Bethany and Riley, students from Billinge Chapel End School, who are fundraising to participate in Camps International programmes in Kenya. The students will be involved in community and conservation projects, including the improvement of local schools, homes, and health facilities, tree planting, and the protection of natural habitats and wildlife. They will also engage in educational and cultural exchange, supporting local schools and contributing to community development initiatives.
Bethany is raising funds to support her Camp International Kenya expedition in 2027, where she will work on community and conservation projects such as improving schools, homes and health facilities, supporting women’s initiatives, and habitat work including tree planting. She has been fundraising locally through events like running the Race for Life and other community activities. You can view her fundraiser here:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/beths-camp-international-kenya-expedition-2027 GoFundMe
Riley is fundraising for his Outreach programme to Kenya in 2025 with Camps International, where he’ll help with community development projects and improving educational facilities. One of his fundraising activities included abseiling 400 ft down a lift tower, with further challenges planned to help reach his target. His fundraiser is available here:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/outreach-programme-to-kenya GoFundMe
Cllr Peter Peers and Cllr Colin Betts gave a personal donation to each student and commended them. 
The Council noted their fundraising efforts and commended their commitment to supporting international conservation and community projects.
The Council received feedback on actions taken in response to matters raised at the meeting held on Monday 17th November 2025, including updates on commitments made, progress on outstanding issues, and any further steps required.
Cllr Peter Peers reported that he, along with Cllr Sarah Jennings and one resident, had met with Torus regarding an area of land that is attached to the Damm Slacks play area. Torus will investigate the possibility of leasing the land to Billinge Parish Council and will provide the Council with costings in due course.
5. Footpaths on Ash Grove Crescent
The Council considered the condition of the footpaths on Ash Grove Crescent, Billinge, brought forward for review by Cllr Bates. Photographs of the footpaths were produced for reference and discussed. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Highways to request resurfacing around Ash Grove Crescent, Claremont Road, and the Doctors’ Surgery.
6. Grant Applications
6.1 The Council considered the grant applications received.
6.2 It was RESOLVED that the application from Age UK be deferred to the next meeting for further consideration. 
7. Planning
The Council considered the following planning applications and agreed comments to be submitted to St Helens Council:
· P/2025/0611/HHFP – 11 Larch Close, Billinge: Conversion of existing detached garage with a link extension to the main dwelling.
· P/2025/0644/AGRPA – The Farm, Otters Swift Farm, Carr Mill Road, Billinge: Prior approval for an agricultural building.
The Council agreed that no comments would be submitted on either application.

8. Precept
The Council considered the precept for the financial year 2026/27 as recommended by the Estimates Committee.
It was RESOLVED to approve a precept of £67,147.91 for 2026/27. This resolution was proposed by Cllr Bill Bates and seconded by Cllr Jeremy Barnes.
9. Finance & Governance 
9.1 The Council approved the Payment Schedule for November 2025. This was proposed by Cllr Bill Bates and seconded by Cllr Bill Bradbury.
9.2 The Council approved the bank reconciliations for November 2025. This was proposed by Cllr Bill Bradbury and seconded by Cllr Sarah Jennings.
9.3 The Council approved and authorised the Payment Schedule for December 2025. This was proposed by Cllr Bill Bates and seconded by Cllr Sarah Jennings.
9.4 The Council noted the publication of items over £100.00 for November 2025 on the parish council website. This was proposed by Frank Gill and seconded by Cllr Sarah Jennings.
10. Assertation 10 - AGAR
The Council noted that Assertion 10 is a new requirement introduced within the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). This assertion requires councils to demonstrate practical and evidenced compliance with UK GDPR, data protection legislation, and recognised digital governance standards.
The Council acknowledged that, as part of this requirement, appropriate systems, controls, and policies must be in place, including:
· The use of council-owned email domains for official business.
· Maintenance of an accessible council website compliant with WCAG 2.2 AA standards.
· Adoption and regular review of written IT, digital governance, and data protection policies.
· Demonstrable compliance with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018, including data handling, storage, security, and retention procedures.
The Council noted that while GDPR obligations already apply, Assertion 10 formalises these obligations into a governance statement. Failure to comply may result in concerns raised through internal or external audit processes and may attract public scrutiny.
The Council noted that this policy sets out how Billinge Chapel End Parish Council manages its IT systems, digital communications, and personal data to meet statutory requirements and ensure full compliance with Assertion 10 of the 2025/26 AGAR, as detailed in the SAPPP Practitioners’ Guide 2025
11. New Policies 
Council considered the following new policies:
1. IT and Data Policy – Billinge Chapel End Parish Council
2. Lone Working Policy – Billinge Chapel End Parish Council
3. Policy on the Use of Public CCTV Applications – Billinge Chapel End Parish Council
It was RESOLVED to adopt all three policies. This was proposed by Cllr Jeremy Barnes and seconded by Cllr Fiona Gill.
12. Public Hall Reading Room
The Council considered updates on the Public Hall Reading Room. The plans were approved, and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the builder to commence the building work.

13. Christmas Event – Tree Lighting
The Council considered feedback from the Christmas Tree Lighting event. The event was noted as successful, and thanks were extended to Cllrs Colin Betts and Peter Peers for their work with the lighting, and to the Billinge Residents Association for their continued support of the event.

14. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
The Council received reports from Parish Council representatives on their respective areas of responsibility. Updates and feedback were provided on ongoing projects and community matters as appropriate.

15. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
The Council received an update on the Community Engagement event. The Clerk reported that there has been a very positive response from the community regarding the event.

16. Date and Time of Next Meetings
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Council will be held on Monday 19th January 2023 at 7:30 pm.

Meeting Closed at 8:35pm

Signed:                                                                                                                   Date 16/01/2026


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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